Abstract: Workers in informal small-scale industries (SSI) in developing countries involved in welding, spray painting, woodwork, and metalwork are exposed to various hazards with consequent risk to health. The present study was to assess occupational exposures to chemical and physical hazards among workers in small workshops. Three different industrial activities were selected for this study. These activities are: car repairing, welding, and wood processing.
INTRODUCTION

Small-scale industries (SSI) have existed
as an informal sector since the pre-colonial times making various tools, ornaments and cooking utensils without regard to occupational hazards. Small-scale industries are determined by the number of persons employed which are less than 10 persons on the average. It represents a major sector for economic investment that brings a lot of benefits to the country as well as the individuals. (1, 2) Workers in informal small-scale industries (SSI) in developing countries involved in welding. Spray painting, woodwork, and metalwork workes are exposed to various hazards with consequent risk to health. (3) Workers in SSI are exposed to a variety of work-related hazards, where they are not using protective equipment and had health complaints perceived to be related to their work. Workers and employers were both aware of occupational and environmental health hazards, but absence of a clear policy on the informal sector and the lack of permanent workplaces do not encourage investment in occupational health and safety. (4) Although the Small-scale industries include a wide variety of industrial activities, the most important and common types are car repairing, metal processing, and wood processing activities. (3, 4) Workers 
Statistical Analysis
Results of the collected data were statistically analyzed using the SPSS program version16.0 software. Descriptive
Statistics and test of significant (ANOVA)
were also used for studying the significance differences between the studied factors.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Workers in these rapidly developing countries are be exposed to excessive given little importance and preference by many employers. (13, 14) Concerning physical hazards, measurements for noise levels, dry and wet bulb temperatures, illumination as well as level of indoor gases as SO2, NO2, and CO were taken during the normal operation and on a normal working day . In Tables 1 and 2 In Tables 3 and 4 work shift was 10-12 hours, depending on the production targets. In addition, some of the workers worked overtime. (15 ) However, average level of noise in the metal processing represent high level of noise exposure which does not comply with the international standard ( OSHA) of 85 dB (15 ) . In Tables 5 and 6 Wood processing workers. (16, 17) In workers in car repairing, wood processing and metal processing are (8, 9, 11) Except for NO2, levels of the other three pollutants inside all exposed workshops showed higher value than those inside the control workshops.
Survey
This refers to the affecting of workers inside these workshops by the emission source of these pollutants. (20) This could be due to the affecting of the control workshops by the outdoor heavy traffic activities because of its location in the main street compared to the exposed workshops. (21) The highest levels of the above three pollutants were found in wood processing exposed workshops because of the presence of other sources rather than the industrial operations such as heavy smoking activity inside the workplace area. (21) Generally, levels of air pollutants during the evening periods are higher than levels of the morning periods. Most of activities in the selected workshops, particularly car repairing, occur at the evening time. (21) In some cases, levels of the indoor levels of some air pollutants exceed the outdoor values, such as the high levels of benzene inside the car repairing workshops compared to the outdoor levels. 
CONCLUSION
In conclusion, the workers at the studied industries were exposed to higher heat, noise, and illumination as well as higher levels of CO, SO2, and NO2 than were experienced by the comparison areas.
These findings should be used as a preventive measures for monitoring and application of control strategies in such workplace environment.
